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German cuisine is however not so familiar - ‘Blutwurst’ and ‘Zwieback’ are unlikely
to mean much to an English-speaking readership, if used on their own without any
additional information. Furthermore, the alternative, ‘equivalence’, approach, if it
merely yields ‘sausage’ and ‘biscuit’ respectively, is far from ideal. These two
culture-specific terms are likely to prove problematic. A possibility may be to coin

the term ‘blood sausage’ for the purposes of translation.

2.12. Comprehension/Interpretation difficulties

“A good translator never translates words, idioms, sentences or even the text but the
message of the work which must include the beauty and the style of the original.”

(Papp, Sohar, 1996:148-9)

This rather simplistic assertion is all very well, but it begs a number of rather obvious
questions. Firstly, the source text is not necessarily a thing of ‘beauty’, which is a
rather grand word to attribute to literature as a whole. Second, the stylistic effect of
the original is determined by how it functions in the source culture - what the norms
of writing are for particular text-types in particular literatures at particular times - so to
say that a translation must somehow ‘include the style of the original’ is a
contradiction in terms, since a translation is written in an entirely different language,
which is an integral part of a different culture, where the readership - and that

readership’s expectations - arc obviously different. As Hochel writes:

“[...] the language of any work, its grammar, lexis and syntax, stand in a special
relationship with conventions of a given national literature [...] and these conventions

themselves relate to the national language as a whole.” (Hochel, 1991:41)

Furthermore, decades or even centuries can separate the source and target texts; an
attempt to somehow reproduce an ‘equivalent’ e would then defeat the purpose,
since the translation would read as being antiquated. While this could, admittedly, be
a legitimate possibility in the TT, the stylistic effect of such a translation would then

be quite different to that which the ST would have had on the original readership.
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